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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Friday, Dec. 4, 2020 

Contact: Gretchen Muller, Coordinating Team Project Manager 

Email: info@waclimateassembly.com  

 

Inaugural people’s assembly invites 80 Washingtonians to discuss climate pollution 

 

Dec. 4, 2020 (SEATTLE) — The WA Climate Assembly will host its inaugural virtual People’s 

Assembly starting Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021. This virtual event will convene a diverse group of 80 

Washington State residents (Assembly members) to learn about, discuss, and recommend 

climate change solutions for consideration by the State Legislature. 

A People's (or Citizens') Assembly is a democratic process that seeks to answer a question or 

solve a problem facing a community in a way that fairly represents the interests of people 

from all walks of life. Assemblies have been used worldwide to help shape the work of 

governments. The WA Climate Assembly’s Coordinating Team is taking this proven global 

model and replicating it in Washington State to tackle the state’s biggest environmental 

threat: climate change. The Assembly will be the first of its kind in the Northwest, and is 

intended to serve as a template for future assemblies throughout the region. 

This virtual event will bring 80 Assembly members together and equip them with the tools 

and information they need to identify climate mitigation strategies that equitably support 

Washingtonians of all backgrounds—and particularly those communities disproportionately 

impacted by climate change.  Assembly members will be chosen through a lottery to 

accurately represent the state in terms of demographics such as age, race/ethnicity, 

geographic distribution, and political perspectives.  

The Assembly process will include four key phases:  

1. Learning Phase: Assembly members learn the facts around climate change. 

2. Deliberation Phase: Assembly members will hear from a variety of experts, 

stakeholders, and tribal perspectives. 
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3. Decision Phase: Assembly members consider potential actions and discuss what they 

think should happen. 

4. Report Published: Assembly members offer a final set of recommendations to elected 

officials and the wider public, which can be turned into laws. 

The virtual event will be livestreamed and recorded starting January 2021 via Zoom and 

available for subsequent viewing on the WA Climate Assembly’s website and YouTube 

channel. Visit waclimateassembly.org to learn more about the Climate Assembly process.  

Media, municipalities, and organizations are encouraged to help promote the WA Climate 

Assembly using downloadable materials provided in the WA Climate Assembly Media Kit: 

waclimateassembly.org/media-kit. Join the conversation on social media using the hashtag 

#WAClimateAssembly. 

 

###  

https://www.waclimateassembly.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvsfOyeeCAzECRs-s7sNGCw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvsfOyeeCAzECRs-s7sNGCw
https://www.waclimateassembly.org/
https://www.waclimateassembly.org/media-kit

